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THIRD SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to 
the following documents: 

U. S . Patents 



Ishikawa et al . 
Kobayashi et al. 
Auracher et al . 



5, 977, 565 
5, 982, 793 
6,567,439 



November 2, 19 99 
November 9, 19 99 
May 20, 2003 



Foreign Patents 



EPO 
EPO 
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Japan 

Japan 

Japan 

Japan 



0 375 231 
0 961 3 72 
42 05 789 
2-133980 
4-167487 

9- 172221 

10- 270748 



December 11, 1989 
May 7, 1999 
September 2, 1993 
May 23, 1990 
June 15, 1992 
June 30, 1997 
October 9, 1998 
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Other Documents 



British Search and Examination Report 



Certification Under 37 CP.R. § 1.97(e) (1) 



The undersigned hereby certifies that each item 



contained in this IDS was first cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this IDS in the U.S. Patent Office. Applicant 
submits herewith the $180.00 fee set forth 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.17 (p) in compliance with the requirements of 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(d) . 



enclosed herewith. It is respectfully requested that 
these documents be: (1) fully considered by the Patent 
and Trademark Office during the examination of this 
application; and (2) printed on any patent which may 
issue on this application. Applicant requests that a 
copy of Form PTO-144 9 (submitted in duplicate herewith) , 
as considered and initialed by the Examiner, be returned 
with the next communication. 

An early and favorable action is respectfully 

requested. 
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EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether r not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not conformance and not considered. Includ copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 



